
JACK SHINE – A GENUINE SHORE ANGLING LEGEND

Over-use  of  words  such  as  star,  hero  and 
legend  with  regard  to  people  doing  little  if 
anything much out of the ordinary is a major 
modern problem as it devalues the impact of 
such words when a genuine candidate comes 
along.  Having  become  'battle  hardened'  by 
them, often these days they rarely if ever draw 
a  second  glance.  So   when  I  now  ascribe 
deserved legendary status to Irish shore angler 
Jack Shine it now means very little. But what 
other words are there to describe a man who 
dreamed, planned, then repeatedly carried out 
arguably  the  greatest  Irish  (or  British  Isles) 
shore angling feat ever, which in the almost 50 
years that  have since elapsed has never  once been repeated.  I  refer  of course to the deliberate 
targeting and landing of big Porbeagle Sharks from the shore. A major feat by any standards, but 
one which, in this particular case, is made all the more creditable due to the tackle available at the 
time, which was the early 1960's, with his first wholly successful encounter taking place in the 
summer of 1962.

Much has  been written  over  the  years  about  Jack  Shine,  a  great  deal  of  which  has  been pain 
painstakingly gathered together as a comprehensive piece of angling history by Irish angler Michael 
White who very kindly copied his material to me for use on the Fishing Films and Facts website. 
The problem was that with so much of it, and with some particularly enormous file sizes, it has been 
difficult to select out what to present, and more worryingly, what to leave out. As I've already said, 
during his hey day, much was written about Jack's exploits. Unfortunately, when a magazine vacates 
its monthly slot on the rack, that information is very often lost or forgotten. But not by Michael 
White  who  has  been  meticulous  in  his  self  allotted  task.  So  rather  than  me  digesting  and 
regurgitating what has already been written about the great man, those old magazine articles are 
reproduced here as historical documents. Sadly, as with Jack himself, some of those magazine titles 
are no longer with us. Only Sea Angler remains, and in all cases, copyright for these articles is held 
by the titles owners, making them custodians of what are crucial pieces of angling history.

Jack Shine died in 1997 but his legacy deservedly lives on.






























